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Abstract

The essay is an integral part of the six papers presented by the
“Overcoming ‘division system’ group in the 20th Anniversary Conference
of the Taiwan: A Radical Quarterly in Social Studies, and therefore should be
read along the side of other essays. This specific essay aims at approaching the
problematic of Taiwan and Mainland China relation by inter-referencing the
experiences of the two Koreas, as articulated in Paik Nak-chung’s theory of
overcoming division system. It traces, in his English writing and translations
in Chinese, the background in the 1970s for the proposal of a distinctive
project of “national literature” and its relation to the Third world; in the 1980s,
in his engagement in the People’s Movement and responses to the Marxist
challenge, Paik began to develop the concept of “division system”, and then
more systematically theorize it in the 1990s. On the basis of Paik’s theory, the
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essay moves on to unpack the conditions of the Taiwan-mainland relations
with reference to the experiences of the two Koreas. It argues that, to move
towards reconciliation, we will need to develop a historical worldview, which
will overcome the self-centered nationalist historiography on both sides; by
bringing global and regional history to the center of analysis, the dynamic
history of imperialism and colonialism will be able to offer explanation on
the formation of the division itself. Therefore, overcoming the division system
needs to be understood as a long term intellectual-political project, to study the
historical formation of the division system, on the one hand, and to reconstruct
historiography so that the narrowing tendency of existing ways to understand

the unification or independence can be overcome.



006 | GEEETIET] Sty 200046 5

No truth can be called a genuine truth unless it is realized in daily life.
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Abstract

There is no doubt that Taiwan’s post war economic record has been
phenomenal. However, the question of how to explain its growth has been a
controversial topic in Taiwan, often mired in partisan politics. The dominant
discourse in the last two decades contributes Taiwan’s economic miracle to
either the Japanese colonial legacy, or the American intervention, or the
diligence of the populace, but not to the effort of the ruling Nationalist
government. The ruling KMT party was instead accused of building up its

oligarchical party-state capitalism for its own purposes. This paper shows
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that this discourse cannot explain the growth record. The afore-mentioned
explanatory factors are necessary but not sufficient conditions for development.
Developing economies need to have strong active forces to promote
development, usually motivated by nationalism to fend off foreign economic
dominance. Taiwan’s post war development was promoted by the Nationalist
government, and its motivation came from the Chinese nationalism forged
during the century-long Chinese struggle against foreign imperialism since the
Opium War. It is necessary to look at the issue from a historical perspective,
so as to understand the past and the present, and to find direction for future

development.
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Abstract:

In today’s Taiwan, to have a Chinese identity has become very
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controversial, even negative or distasteful. The two identities, Taiwanese and
Chinese, being trapped in unification/independence issue and blue/green
struggles, have been dichotomized and turned mutually exclusive.

In order to overcome this situation, this paper at first explores the intrinsic
problem of Taiwanese identity and its limitation from 400 years of “Taiwanese”
history. It then explores the changes in Chinese identities in Taiwan during
the last sixty years, parallel to changes in the international political scenes.
It is argued here that the cross-strait division under the cold war system was
the main cause of the current identity problem. This paper further looks into
thousands of years of Chinese history to seek likely rationalities for Taiwanese
to be Chinese again. It not only covers historical, cultural, linguistic and
psychological aspects, also refers to the connection of the modernization
processes on both sides of the strait.

Finally, this paper discusses the most important question, that is, what
kind of Chinese we would like to be. It argues that the definition of new
Chinese should be beyond the interference of any political powers, and open to

any people who identify themselves as Chinese.
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Abstract

Under the division system, the mainstream condition of knowledge
production is meta-theoretically framed upon certain premises of the alleged
modernization theory lying at the core of the broader Cold War ideology,
from which the self-acclaimed radical Taishe is not excluded. This paper tries
to examine historically the current crisis of knowledge through reading closely
three collective writings by Taishe in the past two decades. It is argued that the
DPP ethnic populism, the Dangwai (outside the KMT) liberalism, the KMT
nationalism, and all the way up to the May Fourth New Culture Movement,
all contributed to the explanation of the present crisis of knowledge. The
idea of “methodological Chinese” is proposed as a way to overcome the crisis

determined or at least conditioned by the historical division system.
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